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Concept VIII 
The Trustees of the General Service Board act in two primary capacities:  (a) With respect to the larger mat-
ters of over-all policy and finance, they are the principal planners and administrators.  They and their pri-
mary committees directly manage these affairs.  (b) But with respect to our separately incorporated and con-
stantly active services, the relation of the Trustees is mainly that of full stock ownership and of custodial 
oversight which they exercise through their ability to elect all directors of these entities. 

This Concept deals with the ways the General 
Service Board “discharges its heavy obliga-
tions,” and its relationship with its two subsidi-
ary corporations:  A.A. World Services, Inc. 
and the A.A. Grapevine, Inc. 
 

   Long experience has proven that the board 
“must devolve itself almost exclusively to the 
larger questions of policy, finance, group rela-
tions and leadership . . . . In these matters, it 
must act with great care and skill to plan, man-
age and execute.” 
 

   The board, therefore, must not be distracted 
or burdened with the details or the endless 
questions which arise daily in the routine oper-
ation of the General Service Office or the pub-
lishing operations, including the Grapevine.  
“It must delegate its executive function” to its 
subsidiary, operating boards. 

“Here, the board’s attitude has to be that of custo-
dial oversight. . . . The trustees are the guarantors 
of good management of A.A. World Services, 
Inc. and the A.A. Grapevine, Inc. . . . by electing 
the directors of these service arms, a part of 
whom must always be trustees . . . . The execu-
tive direction of these functions is . . . lodged in 
the . . . service corporations themselves, rather 
than the General Service Board.  Each corporate 
service entity should possess its own bylaws, its 
own working capital, its own executives, its own 
employees, its own offices and equipment.” 
 

    Bill draws from earlier mistakes by the General 
Service Board in trying to run the service func-
tions directly and warns repeatedly against “too 
much concentration of money and authority.” 
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The Camel – A.A., Alcoholics Anonymous Recovery Medallion 
 

The camel is a special symbol to members of Alcoholics Anony-
mous! The beautiful Alder wood token is laser engraved with a 
friendly Camel and our familiar circle and triangle on one side and 
the following text on the opposite side: 
 

 
 

The camel each day goes twice to his knees. 
He picks up his load with the greatest of ease. 

He walks through the day with his head held high. 
And stays for that day, completely dry. 

 

The camel teaches us spiritual principles, prayer, faith, spirituality and sobriety – One day 
at a time. 
 

Dr. Bob, physician, and a cofounder of Alcoholics Anonymous – “. . . would explain prayer 
by telling how the camels in caravan would kneel down in the evening, and the men would 
unload their burdens.  In the morning, they would kneel down again, and the men would 
put the burdens back on.  ‘It’s the same with prayer,’ Dr. Bob said.  ‘We get on our knees to 
unload at night.  And in the morning when we get on our knees gain, God gives us just the 
load we are able to carry for that day.’”  Dr. Bob and the Good Oldtimers (1980), page 229. 
 

Camel Prayer 
 

“The tasks of the day can pass with ease 
When a camel or I start on our knees. 
One Master we serve, the camel and I, 
And stay for that day completely dry.” 
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Made a list of all persons we had harmed and became willing to make amends 
to them all. 
 
Success Is in the Details 
  
Many people who hit step eight are tempted to go about it like 
this: “I’ve hurt a lot of people. I was wrong. I won’t do it 
again.” 
 
That’s not good enough. Broad strokes won’t suffice. Recovery 
doesn’t happen inside a person’s head. It takes place in the real 
world, where real consequences follow real actions and real 
people suffer real harm. Anyone who wants to make solid pro-
gress toward long-term sobriety must take concrete steps to 
amend past wrongs and build new bridges. 
 
That means focusing on the details. Every AA member who makes it to the eighth step must ask themselves: 
What specifically did I do to whom and when? How do I right those specific wrongs? The answers don’t 
have to be written down—perhaps it’s best not to commit such personal information to paper or tablet. Only 
the names of those harmed should be recorded, accompanied by a few notes that indicate why they’re there or 
what needs to be done. 
 
Making the Impossible Possible 
  
Repairing relationships is a tall order. Sometimes it sounds impossible. How can anyone make amends for 
every wrong they’ve ever committed to anyone? What if the other person won’t listen? What if we’re reject-
ed? 
 
Those who are tackling step eight should be comforted by the wording of the prompt: willing to make 
amends. That’s not an excuse for a shortcut. There are no excuses for shortcuts. It is a recognition of reality. 
We don’t have to travel to the ends of the Earth, but we must take concrete action whenever possible. Even 
when active measures are difficult, we must be prepared to seize the moment if the opportunity presents it-
self. If the other person rejects our apology, that’s their burden. We can only control our own actions. 
 
A Return to Selflessness 
  
There’s no coming back from step eight. Once a recovering alcoholic has surveyed the damage, they can nev-
er un-see the repercussions. On the bright side, that means they can move forward shorn of guilt and igno-
rance. By cleaning up the human wreckage caused by addiction, people can move forward with eyes wide 
open and hands outstretched. 
 

From Yellowstone Recovery.com 
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In a contemporary poll, Americans reveal some 
things that happen when they consume alcohol: 
 

 79 percent of Americans have made an online pur-
chase when “under the influence.” 
 
 85 percent of this group say this practice increases 
impulse buying. 
 
 85 percent of this group made their purchase on 
Amazon. 
 
 34 percent prefer to drink beer when purchasing on 
line, 29 percent chose wine, 17 percent whiskey, 10 
percent vodka, 4 percent gin. 3 percent tequila and 3 
percent rum. 
 
 20 percent later returned their “drunk purchase.” 
 
 6 percent regretted making their “drunk purchase”. 
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75 Years-Ago This Month— Cleveland’s 
August 1944 Central Bulletin reprints AA. Co
-founder Dr. Bob's July 1944 Grapevine arti-
cle on Tolerance [Cf. New Reporter, July 
2019, p.?], Fulton Oursler's "Charming is the 
Word for Alcoholics". [Cf. New Reporter, 
April 2019, p.4], and the poem “The Guy in 
the Glass” [Cf. New Reporter, November 
2017, p.7, “Man in the Mirror” version]! 

 

50 Years-Ago This Month— The September 
1969 WAIA Reporter announces:   
The WAIA By-Laws Committee submitted its 
final draft of the changes in the bylaws to the 
Executive Committee on Monday. August 11, 
and these were approved and also ratified by 
the WAIA representatives at their meeting on 
Monday, August 18. The by-laws... had not 
been changed for almost 15 
years...The...Committee...thoroughly investi-
gated the registration of WAIA as a non-
profit…organization...WAIA has been proper-
ly registered with the Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds, the Corporation Division, Washing-
ton, DC, since the 14th day of October, 1946. 
In 1948, in 1950 and in 1954 there were name 
changes...properly recorded... 
 

25 Years-Ago This Month— The August 
1994 New Reporter reports the closure of the 
Metropolis Club. Earlier at the July Monthly 
WAIA Board of Directors Meeting, the WAIA 
Office Manager Lee D. also announces the 
closure and the promised opening of a 
“Metropolis Group.”   
 

The Club’s 
Manager, Kil-
roy, a relative of 
the Club’s 
founder, Kitty 
W and the le-
gally responsi-
ble person certi-
fied for the club 
summarily clos-
es it June 1994 
shortly before 
his death. 
 
 Various attempts are pursued to engage 
its nostalgic “tough-love” mystic with its in-
flow of low-bottom newcomers. Happy Har-
old inaugurates the Emergency Room to Life 
Group meeting, weekday mornings, at the 
Dupont Circle Club.  Except for notably the 
Classic Sunday Five-O’clock Central Group 
meeting, both the Gospel Mission’s Metropo-
lis Group and “The Metropolis Club II” at-
tempt to preserve the scheduled time of meet-
ings. By the time of issue for the Spring/
Summer 1999 Where and When, the Gospel 
Mission bows out of the picture. 
 
 Now the 938 Rhode Island Northeast 
site sports an occupancy permit dated July 12, 
2010. Since then the Club continues to cele-
brate its vitality including its Golden Anniver-
sary in 2016. 

 
Thanks to our Archives Committee 
for providing a look back . . .  
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FAITHFUL FIVERS 
Faithful Fivers are AA members who in grati-
tude pledge to contribute at least five dollars 
each month toward the support of WAIA in its 
quest to carry the AA message of hope and 
recovery to those alcoholics who still suffer in 
the Washington, D.C. area. 
 

The Faithful Fiver idea came about when we 
remembered that many of us wasted many 
times that amount each month during our 
drinking days. Your contribution (which is tax 
deductible) will help WAIA get through the 
money problems we are always facing. 
 

If you are able to join this worthwhile cause, 
please fill in the form and send it along with 
your first contribution.  

WAIA 
4530 Connecticut Ave, NW, Suite 111 

Washington, DC 20008 
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THE BIRTHDAY PLAN 

Many AA members across the country 
are currently sharing their Anniversary 
Celebration with others, by giving a dol-
lar or two for each year of their sobriety 
to WAIA. This ensures that the same help 
that they received will be available to 
others that are new to the Fellowship. 
 
Start this year and make it an annual 
event. It is not how much you give that's 
important. It's thinking of others on your 
special day, that makes it so special.  If 
you are truly grateful for your sobriety, 
this is really a wonderful way to express 
your gratitude by helping others receive 
the blessings of sobriety. Thanks. 

Cardholder Name 
 
Email Address 
 
Phone #    MasterCard  Visa 
 
Credit Card #     
 
Expiration Date 
 
Cvv number 
 
Billing Address (if different than subscription address) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I authorize WAIA to  charge my credit card in the amount of $ 
Signature: __________________________________  
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August 13, 2019  
 

7:00 PM 
 

The Church in Bethesda 
5033 Wilson Ln 

Bethesda, MD 20814 
 

For more information 
email: finance@aa-dc.org  

WAIA 
 Budget Meeting of the 

Finance Committee 

WAGSA 
Area Committee 

Sponsorship  
Conference 

 

Events are updated 
regularly! 

 
If you would like to 

submit an event, send an 
email to events@aa-

dc.org.  A pdf flyer may be 
attached 

CHECK OUT OUR 
 EVENTS CALENDAR 

2nd Monday 
 

August 12, 2019 
 

7:30 PM 
 

Silver Spring Presb. 
Church 

580 University Blvd East 
Silver Spring MD  

 
Info: chair@area13aa..org 

 
Saturday, August 3, 2019 

 
8:00—11:00 AM 

 
The Festival Center 

1640 Columbia Rd NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

 
Meeting at 8AM.  Breakfast 
immediately following the 

meeting. 

Sat. Morning Steps  
21st Group  
Anniversary 

New Hope 30th  
Group Anniversary 

 

 
Sunday August 25, 2019 

 
7:00—8:00 PM 

 
St. Micael’s Church 
700 St. Michaels Dr 
Bowie, MD 20721 

 
 

 
Saturday, Sept.14 2019 

 
8:00—6:00 PM 

 
Seekers Church 

276 Carroll St, NW 
Washington, DC 20012 

 
Aa-dc.org/ 

2019SponsorshipConference 
 

$15.00 
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     Crossroads of Recovery 
    231   Daily Reflections, SW 
     55 Daily Reflections, UnityPl 
    156 Darn Good Big Book 
    220   Darnestown Men 
    120 Deanwood Women Rap 
     75 DC Young People  
     DCC Noon 
     17 DCC Women Fri. 
     Del Ray Acceptance  
   336 District 2 
   120 Divine Intervention 
    Dunn Drinking 
   210    Dunrobbin 
      8AM Men’s Big Book  
    Early Times 
   477 Epiphanies  
    59 Ex Libris 
    40 Faith Fellowship 
    90 Faith Group 
      Fireside Spirituality 
     Foggy Bottom 
    265 Forestville Primary Purpose 
    180 14 Promises 
    Free Spirits 
    413 Friday Night Fun Too 
    210 Friday Night Big Book 
     Friendly Bunch 
     Friendship 
     Gaithersburg Beginners 
    443 Gateway 
    319 Gateway/Wednesday 
      91 Gay 18 New Castle 
    Gay Group 
    Georgetown 
      Get It Off Your Chest 
    300 Glenarden 
       Glen Echo 
      19 Goldsboro 
     Good News Beginners 
  Good Shepard 
    Grace 
   1520  Greenbelt Step  
 Growing Group 
      Happy, Joyous & Free  
      Help Wanted 
    High Noon 
    High on the Hill 
     High Sobriety 

   650 Hill Lunch 
      30 Hope/Oxon Hill 
    472 How It Works G’burg 
    132  Hyattsville Discussion 
     505 Hyattsville Hope 
      12 Informed Group 
  1200 Into Action, Germantown 
    420 Investment 
     Irreverent Women 
    400 Jaywalkers 
    600 Just Before Noon 
     Just For Today  
 1200  Kensington Big Book 
     48 Kensington YP Step Study 
    254 Keys to Kingdom 
      34 Kid Friendly Big Book 
      Kingman Park 
    226 King Str. Recovery 
    414 Language of the Heart 
   Landover Discussion 
    104  Lanham-Seabrook 
    111 Last Chance  
   1545 Laurel Recovery 
          Leisure World Big Book 
     360 Leisure World Noon 
       25 Let Go Let God 
     Let It Happen 
     90    Life Is Good 
     60 Life Saver/Big Book 
   Little House 
 Living Sober by the Book 
     48 Living Sober Unity Place 
     60 May Day 
   184 Meance to Serenity 
    Men of Dupont 
    Men In Recovery 
    Men’s BS Session 
   425 Messengers 
   180 Mideast  
  Midtown 
   247 Misery is Optional 
   Mitchellville 
   258 Mo.Co. Women 
   200 More Peace of Mind 
      Montrose Gay   
   120 Moving into the Solution 
   120 Mt. Rainer 
   190 Nativity 
   171 Neelsville Beginners 

JANUARY 01—  JUNE 30, 2019   
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    228 A Way of Life 
    600 AA at CUA 
 AA & Family Issues 
     20 Addison Road 
            Adams Morgan Meditation 
   153 All Are Welcome 
    Among Women 
 Anacostia Group 
   420 Andrews Armed Forces 
   145 As Bill Sees It, NW 
   325 As We Understood Him 
   360 Aspen Hill 5th Chapter 
     60 Aspen Hill Phoenix Mon. 
     67 Aspen Hill Phoenix Fri. 
    500 Attitude & Action 
    Attitude Adjusters 
    600 Back to Basics 
    Barnesville 
   110 Beginner Basics (DCC/Wed)  
     96 Beginners & Winners 
 Brandywine 
    107 Big Book Study  
      54 Big Book Thumpers  
    180 Brightwood 
     Brookland 
  Broad Highway  
   2563 BYOL 
     485 Burtonsville Big Book 
 Campus Noon 
    Capitol Heights 
    870 Capital Hill 
    200 Carmody Hill Group 
    Cedar Lane Women 
    346 Change of Life 
      Cheltenham 
    275 Chinatown Big Book 
    254   Chinatown Men’s 
      Cleveland Park  
      Clinton 45 Plus 
    Clinton Day 
    Clinton 6:30 
    100 Clinton Sunday Night 
    320 Coffee & Donuts 
    Colesville Sunday Nite 
    120 College Park 
    600 Cosmopolitan 
      60 Crapshooters 
 Creative Arts 
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  1206 Radicals 
   Read & Speak 
    60 Riderwood Bills 
   300 Room with a View 
   100 Rosedale Sobriety 
   212 Sat.Afternoon/2PM/UP 
        Sat Morn Fire Barrel 
    300 Saturday Morning Steps 
    192 Saturday Night Happy Hour 
      Saturday Night Special 
    120 Scaggsville 
    Second Chance 
     Serendipity 
   Serenity 
     Serenity House 
    123 Serious Business 
      Sheepherders 
    522 Silence is Golden 
    Silver Spring Beginners BB 
   2400 Silver Spring 
     Silver Spring Women 
    120 Simplicity 
    Simply Sober 
    Singleness of Purpose 
    986 Six & Seventh Step 
    Sober & Alive 
     86 Sobriety Sisters 
     50 Souls Arising 
    Southern Sobriety 
  1500 Spiritual Awakening 
     30 St, Barnabas Womens wrop 
     St. Camillus 
 St. Mary’s Gay 
     34 Starting Over (SS) 
     43 Starting Over Gaithersburg 
     Step Sisters 
    Steps To Sobriety 
 Sunday Men’s Step 
    331 Sunday Morning Breakfast 
    300 Sunday Morning Joy 
   1080 Sunrise Sobriety 
   1027 Sunshine, G’burg 
   Sursum Corda 
      Survivor Group 
   360 Takoma Park Necessity 
 1200 Tenley Circle Men 
    12 The Away Group 
   423 There is a Solution 
    60 TGIF 

    60 Thurs. Morn. Reset 
      Triangle Club-Sat. 7:15PM 
   Triangle club-Tues. 7:15PM 
   Trusted Servants 
   100 Tue. Nite Men’s Big Book 
     21 Unity Noon 
    72 Unlovely Creatures 
    50 Upper Marlboro Big Book 
    Upper Marlboro Step  
    39 Uptown 
 Victory Lights 
    Village Idiots 
 Vision for You 
      Wash. Serenity Retreat 
    720 We Care 
    259 Wednesday Nite Winners 
    Welcome Group 
   158 Westmoreland Women 
   193 Westside Beginners 
     86 Westside Women  
    300 What’s Happening Now 
    120 White Oak Steps &Traditions 
    782 Yacht Club 
    Yeas & Nays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
      81 Birthday 
      60 Faithful Fivers 
   2305 Individuals 
   1500 Memorial 
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   240 Never Too Late 
    90 Never Walk Alone 
    New Avenue 
 New Beginnings NW 
    466 New Beginnings SE 
      60 New  Beginners  
    187 New Hope 
    300 New Way Recovery 
 No Hard Terms 
    Norbeck Women Fri 
    Norbeck Women Wed 
    300 Norbeck Step 
    180 N.E. New Hope 
      94 NE Sunrise 
    Nuts & Bolts 
    NW Metro 
    184 Oasis Women’s BB 
      10 Old Fashion 
    Old Town Bowie BB 
    Olney Farm 
    160 Olney Stag Rap 
    410 Olney Women’s group 
    300 On the Circle 
      73 On the Move 
     60 One Day at a Time 
    One Day at a Time R’ville 
      One Day at a Time 
(G’burg) 
    125 One Day at a Time 
(Lanham) 
      96 180 Group 
    450 Open Arms 
      60 Out Of the Woods 
  P Street 
    420 Palisades Mon. Nite 
    Petworth 
    Phoenix Group/DC 
    Potomac Eye Openers 
    360 Potomac High Noon 
    956 Potomac Oaks 
    Potomac Women 
   Potomac Speakers 
    715 Primary Purpose Gay 
    750 Progress Not Perfection 
    Promises Promises 
     90 Prospect 
   116 Queer Women 
   200 Quince Orchard 
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If you would like to receive to the hard copy of New Reporter, make check payable 
to WAIA and 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A free digital copy of the New Reporter is posted every month to our website at: 
www.aa-dc.org/NewReporter 
 

 
To receive an email with the link each month, send a request to  
newreporter@aa-dc.org 

Have a story about your recovery in AA?   
 
Why not share it with all of us?  If you’d like to contribute to the New Re-
porter, please send in your material to: 
 
newreporter@aa-dc.org 
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Mail to: WAIA 
4530 Connecticut Ave, NW, Suite 111 
Washington, DC 20008 

$15.00 Year 
$28.00 Two Years 

$12.00 Group Rate 
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The NEW REPORTER is a monthly publication of the  W.A.I.A., Inc., 4530 Connecti-
cut  Avenue, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20008.  Printed 
Subscriptions are $15.00 per year and Digital Sub-
scriptions are FREE. Articles and event information are 
encouraged from members of the Fellowship and its 
friends.  
 
 
Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Washington Area In-
tergroup Association or A.A. as a whole. 
 
(Exceptions are: Quotations from ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, TWELVE STEPS 
and TWELVE TRADITIONS and other A.A. books and pamphlets are reprinted 
with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc.) Art and other articles are reprinted 
with permission of the A.A. GRAPEVINE, Inc. and are subject to the GRAPEVINE 
copyright. 

 
August 1   Clo’via C   Silver Spring Group   11 
August 17   Willy S. A.   Serenity House    29 
 

VOLUNTEER 
Guess who it really 

Helps? 
 Call 202-966-9783  

Anniversaries should be called into WAIA (202) 966-9783 as early as 
possible, by the 1st of the preceding month at the latest. 
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THINGS WE CANNOT CHANGE 
 

 

Day           Years 
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If you have a new meeting starting up, or changes to an existing meeting, please 
email us at aa-dc@aa-dc.org or call us at 202-966-9115 to let us know! 
 
GREENWAY—Tuesday, 6:00 PM, 324 A St SE, Washington, DC 20019  
 
SOLO POR HOY —(Spanish) Saturday 11:00 AM, Kolmac Outpatient Recover Clin-
ic, 8561 Fenton St, Silver Spring, MD  
 
STEPS 1,2,3 “By the Book”  —Wednesday 7:30 PM, Capitol Memorial SDA Church, 
3150 Chesapeake St, NW, Washington, DC 20008 
 
NIH NOON  —Friday, Noon, NIH Campus, 9000 Rockville Pike, Bldg 31, Suite 4A52, 
Bethesda, MD (Visitor Center Entrance, ID required) 
 
SERENITY RIDGE—Wednesday, 7:00PM, Difference Makers Church, 11210 Bethesda 
Church RD, Damascus, MD  
 
ROCK CREEK YOUNG PEOPLE—Tuesday 7:00PM, Cedar Lane Unitarion Universalist 
Church, 9601 Cedar Ln, Bethesda, MD 20814  
 
LAFAYETTE SQUARE (Restarting) Tuesday, Noon, St. John’s Parish House,  1525 H St, 
NW Washington, DC  
 
NEW STOMPING GROUNDS– Sunday, 6:00 PM, Greater Tried Stone Baptist Church, 
1363 Otis PL, NW, Washington, DC 20010 
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New meetings are not listed in the Where & When or on the website 
until they have been in existence for 6 months. If you’d like to let the 
A.A. community know about a new meeting, we will gladly list it here.  

MONDAY NIGHT WOMEN’S BIG BOOK —Monday, 6:00 PM,  St. Margaret’s Epis-
copal Church, 1830 Connecticut Ave, NW, Washington, DC 
 

MEETING MOVED 
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