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WAIA's 81st Gala: Stayin’ Alive Sober Disco!

This event promises to be an inspiring evening filled with Food, Fellowship, Raffle, Sobriety 
Countdown, Speaker Lee M and dancing to the tunes spun by DJ lil'e.  

We are seeking volunteers to help with decor, setup, and clean up and would love a few 
dedicat-ed groups to volunteer to help with those activities. Please reach out to gala@aa-
dc.org to volunteer.or join us at our next Committee Meeting February 3 at  7:00 PM on Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82226361243?pwd=zkIErnZZ3gwDtIRYPwcRaSPobRk31d.1

Get your tickets: Here

Join us on February 10th for the Monthly WAIA Board Meeting:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83460598434?pwd=VVBEK2FNSzcxS3VXZDFVOXhMa1oxZz09 

Meeting ID: 834 6059 8434 
Passcode: 819862 
Dial-In: 301-715-8592, Passcode: 819862 

Office, Nightwatch and Helpchat Volunteers Needed! 

Available In Person Shifts: Sunday 10 AM-1PM, Sunday 1-4 PM, Tuesday 1-4 PM, Tues-
day 1-4, Thursday 1-4 PM, Saturday 1-4 PM.  

Remote Shift—Tuesday 7-10 PM (1 Year Sobriety Requested)  

Nightwatch Volunteers: (1 Year Sobriety Requested) Friday 6 AM-10AM, Friday 
10PM-6AM 

Helpchat - many shifts.  (1 Year Sobriety Requested)  

Email help@aa-dc.org for more information or call 202-966-9783 and ask for Luella or Clo’via 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/waias-81st-gala-sober-disco-stayin-alive-march-21--2026?zlinkid=666028eb-3e4e-4af1-b685-9d1558e353ea
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Bored in A.A.? 

I once heard an A.A. who was a master at one-liner definitions, “Boredom is a lack of 
involvement.”  Get yourself involved. 

1. Make all the 12th Step calls you can.  Let not only the central office, but everyone
you can think of know that you need the calls.

2. Talk to newcomers at meetings and get their phone numbers.  Then call them eve-
ry day for 30 days without waiting for them to call you.

3. Instead of allowing A.A. to merely fill the vacancies in your life, arrange your life to
revolve around A.A. and all sorts of A.A. activities.

4. Go to meetings to give rather than merely to get.  When you attend only for what
you get, you soon become bored.

5. Make A.A. a success in the area where you live.  There always more things to be
done to make A.A. more successful. Find them and do them.

6. Be a successful member of A.A.; make this a primary goal in your life.

7. Attend meetings for the purpose of helping each participant give his or her pitch,
rather than merely of hearing.  If you go only to be there, you will be bored with
speakers you have heard before.

8. Get involved in living room A.A.” social activities.  Invite friends in for a party.  In the
middle of the party, have a meeting.

9. Have people you sponsor call you every day.  Offer help with their problems, yet
let them know you need help.

10. Keep a list of numbers near your telephone.  Whenever you have five minutes,
call someone in A.A. You don’t need a reason.
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11. Attend as large a variety of A.A. functions
as you can – conventions, roundups, work-
shops, anything having to do with service,
everything having to do with A.A.

12. Try out every meeting in your area and get
to as large a variety of meeting types as possi-
ble.  Fill your car with A.A. friends and try out
new meetings in other towns.  Meet new peo-
ple and get new ideas.

13. Find a new kind of A.A. activity that you haven’t tried before, e.g., volunteer for
one of the committees for the next A.A. convention.

14. Apply Rule 62 at all times. (See under Tradition Four in the Twelve Steps and Twelve
Traditions.

15. Remember that happiness is the absence of unhappiness.  Tell yourself that if you
are not enjoying A.A., you aren’t doing it right.

16. Keep your eyes on the A.A. recoveries and off the failures.  The former are stimulat-
ing; the latter are fatiguing.

17.Have a Home group and get yourself elected secretary.

18. Start new meetings.  Decide what kind of meeting would excite you, write up the
format, find a hall, get started.  If it’s a good idea, it will prosper, if not, it will simply fold
or change.  Either way, it’s no problem.

19. Be proud you are sober.  Have panache! Every sober member of A.A. has a right,
perhaps even an obligation, to walk with his or her head held high.  We are doing
something that no one else—not the medical profession, the legal profession, and the
various religions and churches—has been able to do. [This is not to imply that A.A. is
the only solution.]  Each of us is keeping a severe alcoholic both sober and comforta-
ble, one day after another.  That’s an accomplishment to be proud of.

[The editor has to add one more . . . 
20. Write for your local A.A. newsletter. We want to hear your success stories!]
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Give Time Time 

This old time saying isn’t heard much anymore.  The 
meaning is clear to some but to the newcomer it 
sounds pretty stupid.  Give time time comes from peo-
ple  who have been sober a while and are able to look 
back on the hysteria of being newly sober. 

When I first got sober, I felt like I had to fix everything 
right that minute!  I wanted all my relationships, which I had demolished from 
years of drinking, to be right as rain instantly.  I wanted my employer to have 
trust and faith in me right away, even though I had called off work because of 
hangovers more than I showed up at work.  I wanted my family to embrace my 
efforts and trust me, even though I had spent many years dragging them 
through the gutters of alcoholism.  I wanted my old drinking buddies to know 
that I had found a better way of life and they should too. 

Needless to say, rushing around trying to fix everything is a waste of energy.  
Give time time means be still and let God work out those relationships that you 
think need fixed right now.  Give time time means to let go and let God.  “Time 
heals all wounds” may be a cliché but that is exactly what give time time 
means.  Give your family enough time to heal the hurts that alcoholism inflicts.   
Give your employer time to begin to trust that you’ll show up without a hango-
ver every day.  Give your friends a good example to follow into A.A. instead of 
preaching to them about A.A. 

If you are new in A.A., try to give time time and you will be amazed at the har-
monious outcome for everyone involved.   Anonymous 
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85 Years-Ago This Month—There’s hustle and bustle in 
February? You bet? Indeed, from New York to California, 
AA’s are expectant of great results from Jack Alexander’s 
article printed in the Saturday Evening Post. The March is-
sue hits the newsstands, in some locales, on February the 
24th, 1941 with the AA piece.  

Lois records in her February 4th diary entry, “We all re-
turned early to club for meeting about handling volunteers 
and new prospects after Post article comes out. I’m to be 
liaison between office and club and handle volunteers.”  
And in her February 25th, “Typed ‘Plan of Action’ after Post 
article.” 

“Out in Toledo, Ohio, a new member named Garth M. was given a two-dollar roll 
of nickels by the group and was sent on a tour of magazine outlets until he had bought 
40 copies. ” [Pass It On, p247] 

“’Alcoholics Anonymous’ (with the subhead ‘Freed Slaves of Drink, Now They Free 
Others’) was the lead story in the issue….the article was illustrated with four photo-
graphs of members (unidentified, of course) in typical alcoholic and AA-related cir-
cumstances. One photo taken before the fireplace at the 24th Street Clubhouse (the 
slogan ‘But for the Grace of God’ hung prominently over the mantel) showed Bill sitting 
front row, center, surrounded by Horace C., Helen P., Tom M., Tom B., Ruth Hock, Dick 
S., Ray S., Lois, Gordon M., and Bob F.  Many of them had their backs to the camera. 
The photograph was captioned ‘A typical clubhouse discussion group.’” [Pass It On, 
p247] 

Meanwhile Bob V. has the mission of presenting the Alcoholic Foundation’s budg-
et proposal to the groups. In a February 26, 1941 letter to Ruth Hock, Bob writes: 

…Miss Washington was a pushover. The only objections raised here were to the 
effect that the budget did not take care of Bill, the elders here—Big Lumber man 
from Alexander [sic] [Bill A.] and the “Energy Boy” [Dan S.] are all for starting 
something for Bill… 

Bill and Lois of course continue to live at the Clubhouse until April 1941 when they 
move into Stepping Stones.   [GSO Box 37 R 18 File DC – A p 69] 

A.A. History Corner, thanks to The WAIA Archives Committee 
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60 Years-Ago This Month— The January 1966 WAIA Reporter announces: 

14th ANNIVERSARY—Marion J. will be held at Georgetown Group on Feb. 5, 1966 hav-
ing as her guest speaker from Minneapolis, Ed W. author of little Red Books and he will 
give his STOOLS AND BOTTLE TALK—first time here in the East. All come. 

DOWNTOWN GROUP will celebrate its 3rd Anniversary on Thursday, February 17th from 5-
7:30 pm at the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church. Plenty of goodies and fellow-
ship. 

13th ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF MEN’S HOME 
With dance to follow and buffet will be held Feb. 4, 1966 from 8-12 PM at the Mt. Olivet 
Church, 16th and Glebe Rd., Arlington, Va. Tom L. will be master of Ceremonies with Vir-
gil W. of Decatur, Ga. as Speaker. Buffet will be prepared by Harold of Home followed 
by door prizes after meeting. Tickets available from Group Secretaries. 

And the February 1966 WAIA Reporter announces:  FIRE AT MEN’S HOME. . .On Febru-
ary 4th the Men’s Home at 1050 N. Irving, Arlington, Va. was severely damaged by fire 
and the building vacated. Occupants are temporarily being housed by several AA 
members. Whether the building will be repaired is not known at this time. The new 
Where & When will not show address—groups will be notified as soon as new address is 
known. 
Sat., Feb. 26th at 11 PM –AREA MIDNIGHT GROUP will have Dr. Joe C. speak solo on AA 
and Alcoholism. Enter on 10th Street—Place: 945 G Str., NW   FREE PARKING 
*                            * 
28TH ANNIVERSARY—CENTRAL GROUP AND OLD TIMERS MEETING—Feb. 25th at First Con-
gregational Church 10th & G St NW, DC   Leader—Esther H.  Speakers—Bill G.—Bill A—
Marge F and Fred G.   See above for Enter—on 10th St. NW—Refreshments—Come and 
Share with Old Timers Annual Meeting. 
*                            * 
NEW WHERE & WHEN BOOKLETS—These should be available by the end of the month. 
Copies will cost the same as before. $4.00 per hundred—5¢ each in smaller quantities. 
PLEASE…we cannot mail them or charge them. Harold T. will be in charge of distribu-
tion at 1760 [1760 Columbia Road, NW]. Pick them up from him. If paying by check 
make it out simply to WAIA. [The January 1966 WAIA Reporter lists around forty-five 
groups contributing to WAIA in 1965 among nearly fifty total listed groups. The January 
2015 WAIA New Reporter lists around two-hundred-sixty groups contributing to WAIA in 
2014 among around three-hundred-five total listed groups.] 
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35 Years-Ago This Month—   At the monthly Board Meeting, WAIA’s Office Man-
ager Lee D. requests “increasing the price of the Where & When which now 
costs 30¢ to print and at present is selling for 25¢”. The Board approves raising 
the price to 30¢ after rejecting a proposal for a 35¢ price for this booklet consid-
ered a 12th-Step tool for the Newcomer. 

Lee also reports, “Approximately 300 groups out of over 400 groups in the 
Washington area contributed to Intergroup last year.” 

Also the WAIA Archives Chair, Chad L. reports (1) that two Washington ar-
ea members had articles printed in the January Grapevine and (2) that “Bob 
E., who was one of the founders of WAIA, and who just celebrated 50 years of 
sobriety, has lung cancer.” Bob E. would depart two days later on February 14, 
1991 for the Big Meeting in the Sky. 

GSA Liaison Scotty reports “The Mini-Conference will be on March 
23,1991…the cost will be $10.00.” [Presently the Mini-Conference has no regis-
tration fee, although the Assembly now regularly passes the Seventh-Tradition 
hat.] 
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Joe, a member of our fellowship, decided he wanted to buy a parrot.  He knows 
that another member owns a pet store so he goes to visit him.  When Joe walks 
into the pet shop he sees 3 parrots sitting on a bar in a cage.  He greets his friend 
and asks, “how much is that first parrot sitting there?” 

His friend the shopkeeper replies “Oh, that parrot is $500!” 

Joe is shocked and screeches, “Five hundred dollars!  What does that parrot do 
for $500?”  The shopkeeper says, “That parrot can recite the A.A. Steps and Tra-
ditions!” 

Joe doesn’t want to pay $500 for a parrot so he asks the shopkeeper how much 
the second parrot costs.  The shopkeeper replies, “Oh, that parrot is $1,000.” 

Joe is shocked again and asks the shopkeeper what that parrot can do that’s 
worth $1,000,  The shopkeeper replies, “That parrot can recite the entire Fifth 
Chapter of our Big Book.” 

Joe, not wanting to spend $1,000 for a parrot, asks the shopkeeper how much 
the third parrot costs and the shopkeeper replies, “That parrot is $2,000!”   

Joe is incredulous and asks what that parrot can do.   The shopkeeper replies, 
“I’ve never really seen him do anything, but the other two call him sponsor!” 
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In Person—February 9, 2026 

Orientation for GSRs + DCMs 6:00 PM—7:00 PM 

WAGSA Winter Assembly  - 7:00 PM—9:00 PM 

5656a 3rd St NE, Washington, DC 20011  

For more info: area13aa.org  or email: 
chair@area13aa.org 

WAGSA Area Committee Meeting 

https://aa-dc.org/events 

Events are updated 
regularly! 

If you would like to 
submit an event, send an 

email to events@aa-dc.org 

Check out our  
Events  Calendar 

Neelsville Group 
49th Anniversary 

Thursday, February 19, 2026 

7:00 PM—Potluck Diner 
8:00 PM—Speaker Meeting 

Martina H. 
Mike P. 

Neelsville Presb.  Church 
20701 Frederick Rd 

Germantown, MD 20876 

WAIA monthly Board meeting—2nd Tuesday of the 
month (except August) 

February10, 2026—8:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

8:00– 9:00 PM—WAIA monthly business meeting. 

Meeting ID: 834 6059 8434 
Passcode: 819862 
Dial-In: 301-715-8592, Passcode: 819862 

WAIA  Monthly Board Meeting 
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   1143 Free Spirits 
      34 Friday Night Beginners 
  1918 Friendship Group 
    111 Gay Gay 
    371 Glen Echo Group 
    258 Glenarden Group 
   5466 Greenbelt Step Club 
    403 Georgetown Group 
    611 Glen Echo Group 
    300 Goldsboro Group 

 358 Good News Beginners 
    530 Goose Hung High 
    127 Grateful Participants Men 
    100 Greenbelt Step Club 
      12 Growing Group 
    151 Grupo Washintoniano 
    100 Happy Joyous & Free 

  16 Haven at Last 
    265 Heliotrope Men’s Stag 
    125 Hope Fellowship 
    242 How It Works Germantown 
    277 High Sobriety 
    120 Hyattsville Hope Online 
    346 Hyattsville Hope Live 
    117 Imp’ving Conscious Contact 
    423 Informed Group 
    344 Irreverent Women 
  1800 Into Action 
    981 Just 4-2 Day 

  25 Kensington Big Book 
    291 Language of the Heart 
    388 Leisure World Noon 

  10 Let Go Let God 
    145 Liberty Group 
    155 Life Is Good 
    188 Lifesaver Big Book 

 130 Menace 2 Serenity 
    407 Men’s Adhoc 

  19 Men in Recovery 
      28 Merry Miracles 
  1247 Messengers 
    290 Metropolis Club 
    491 Mideast Group 
  2328 Midtown 
    240 Mitchellville Group 
    166 Monday Men’s  
    348 Monday Winners-women 
    241 Montrose Gay  
    948 Mont. County Women 

    275 Mont. County Women 
 Online 
  1173 More Peace of Mind 
    347 Mt. Rainer 
    300 Moving Into Solution 
  1247 Navy Yard Big Book 
    100 Neareast Group 
    395 N.E. Sunrise 
    120 Never Walk Alone 
    477 New Beginnings NW 
    552 New Beginnings Women 
    121 New Beginners SW 
      70 New Hope 123 
    250 New Unity Gay 
    105 Northeast New Hope 
    400 N.W. Metro 
    635 Norbeck Women Friday 
    263 Norbeck Women-Wedn. 
    140 Nuts & Bolts 
    420 Oasis Women Big Book 
    100 Old Fashion Group 
    540 Olney New Times 
   1206 Olney Stag Rap 

  98 On Awakening 
    250 One Day At a time Lanham 
    411 On the Circle 
    163 Out to Lunch 
    158 Out of the Woods 
    500 Pillars In the Park 
   5352 P Street 

  14 Pointer Ridge Group 
  60 Petworth Group 
  35 Potomac Group 

    429 Potomac High Noon 
    857 Potomac Women 
    443 Progress Not Perfection 

  97 Prospect Group 
    107 Queer Wo’, Non-B, Trans. 
    429 Quince Orchard 
  1243 Radicals 
    379 Redgate 
    204 Riderwood Bills 
    527 Room with A View 
    532 Rosedale Sobriety 
    191 Saturday Afternoon-UP 
    127 Sat. Morning Fire Barrell 
    640 Saturday Morn. Steps 
    165 Sat. Night Happy Hour 

  65 Second chance 

JANUARY 01—DECEMBER 31, 2025 
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    500   9:30 Club Online  
    100 11th Step Practice 
    189 14 Promises 
  1000 AAdMo 
    375 Anacostia Group 
    686 Andrew’s Armed Forces 
    362 Any Lengths 
    118 As Bill Sees It NW 

 171 Aspen Hill Phoenix-Friday 
   51 Aspen Hill Phoenix-Monday 

    950 Attitude & Action 
    180 Back to Basics (CB) 
    388 Beginners are Winners Live 
    426 Beginners R Winners Zoom 

  50 Beltsville Group 
    185 Bethel 

  26 Bethesda Youth 
    309 Brightwood Live 
  1351 Broad Highway 
  1144 Burtonsville Big Book 
  1830 B.Y.O.L. 
    315 B.Y.O.L. (nonsmokers) 
      80 Carmody Hills Group 
    100 Capitol Heights Group 
  2232 Capitol Hill Group 
    120 Change of Life 
    124 Cedar Lane Women’s Group 
    210 Clinton 6:30 
      50 Clinton Sun. Night 
    316 Coffee & Donuts 
    786 College Park Group 
    575 Corona Vagabond 
  1884 Cosmopolitan Group 
    530 Daily Reflection Aspen Hill 

  48 Daily Reflections SW 
    281 Daily Reflections UP 
      75 Darne Good Big Book 

 2648 Darnestown Men’s 
  218 Darnestown Men’s Online 

    1091 DCC 9:30 Club Live 
  179 Deanwood Step Group 

   297 Deanwood Women's Rap 
   6284 Del Ray Club 

 250 Downtown Silver Spring 
 156 District 20 
 351 Dunrobbin Group 

   1869 Epiphanies 
 155 Foggy Bottom Young Peeps 
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    255 Serenity 
    502 Serenity House 
    298 Serious Business 
    180 Sheepherders 

 530 Silver Spring Beginners BB 
 834 Silver Spring Group 
  98 Simply Sober 
 920 Six & Seven Step In-Person 
 240 Six & Seven Step Online 

    693 Sober Living 
    254 Southern Sobriety 
  5635 Spiritual Awakening 
    272 St. Barnabas Women 

  64 St. Bartholomew 
    734 St. Camillus 

  33 St. Mary’s Gay 
    425 St. Francis Group 
      70 Sunday Men’s Step 
  1018 Sunday Morning Breakfast 
    144   Sunday Morning Brunch 
    400 Sunday Morning Joy 
  2000 Sunrise Sobriety 
  2655 Sunshine G’burg 

 870 Takoma Pk Necessity 
   33 Takoma Pk Women BB 

    204 T.G.I. 5:30 Online 
    450 T.G.I.F.  
        5 The Way Group 
    186 Thurs. Night Mens 
    247 Thursday Small Group 
      39 Trusted Servants 
    918 Twelve Point Bucks 
      65 Unity Place  Noon (ABSI) 
    200 Upper Marlboro Step 

  23 Uptown Group 
    751 Victory Lights 
    249 Village Idiots 
    825 We Are All Beginners 
    943 We Care 
    345 Wednesday Night Winners  

  22 Welcome 
    417   Westmorland Women 
    576 Westside Women 
    538 What’s Happening Now 

  86 When All Else Fails 
    140 Women’s Lit 
   1036 Women Living Sober 

  217 Woodridge Pit Stop 

   1150 Yacht Club 

JANUARY 01—DECEMBER 31, 2025 
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  594   Birthday 
    7167   Faithful Fivers 
   42567   Individuals 

   100   Memorial 

You can contribute directly to WAIA 
 for your Group or as an Individual  by
going to https://aa-dc.org/give

https://aa-dc.org/give
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Have a story about your recovery 
in AA?  Tell us your stories about 
how you’re saying sober.  

Why not share it with all of us?  If 
you’d like to contribute to the New 
Reporter, please send in your materi-
al to: 

newreporter@aa-dc.org 

VOLUME 63 NUMBER 2 February 2026 

If you would like to receive to the hard copy of New Reporter, make check 
payable to WAIA and 

A free digital copy of the New Reporter is posted every month to our website 
at: https://aa-dc.org/new-reporter. o receive an email with the link each 
month, email newreporter@aa-dc.org 

Mail to:  

WAIA 
4530 Connecticut Ave, NW, Suite 111 

Washington, DC 20008 

$15.00 per year, $28.00 for two years 
$12.00 Group Rate per year 
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The NEW REPORTER is a monthly publi-
cation of the  WAIA Inc., 4530 Connecticut  
Avenue, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20008.  
Printed Subscriptions are $15.00 per year 
and Digital Subscriptions are FREE. Arti-
cles and event information are encouraged 
from members of the Fellowship.  
 
 
Opinions expressed herein are not nec-
essarily those of the Washington Area 
Intergroup Association or A.A. as a 
whole. 

Day           Years 

 
 February  Jimmy B.   Petworth     42 years 

Anniversaries should be called into WAIA (202) 966-9115 as early as 
possible, by the 15th of the preceding month.  
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THINGS WE CANNOT CHANGE 

 

 
VOLUNTEER 

Guess who it really Helps? 
 

 Call 202-966-9783  
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