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Made  A  Decision 
Then 

Allow G. O. D. 
(good orderly direc on) Guide 
You thru the Remaining Steps 
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WAIA March 2026  Announcements 

WAIA's 81st Gala: Stayin’ Alive Sober Disco!  
This event promises to be an inspiring evening filled with 
Food, Fellowship, Raffle, Sobriety Countdown, 
Speaker Lee M and dancing to the tunes spun by DJ 
lil'e. 

Get your tickets HERE

To volunteer join us at our next Committee Meeting March 3 at 7:00 PM on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82226361243?
pwd=zkIErnZZ3gwDtIRYPwcRaSPobRk31d.1 

Join us on February 10th for the Monthly WAIA Board Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83460598434?
pwd=VVBEK2FNSzcxS3VXZDFVOXhMa1oxZz09 

Calls for Service 

WAIA Office Committee Chair: The Office Committee makes recommendations to 
the Executive Committee/Board regarding office operations and personnel policies for 
WAIA staff. Current board members, current and past officers and past executive com-
mittee members are eligible to serve as chair. Contact chair@aa-dc.org. 

Office, Nightwatch and Helpchat Volunteers Needed! 

Available In Person Shifts: Sunday 1-4 PM, Tuesday 4-7pm Saturday 1-4 PM.  
Nightwatch Volunteers: (1 Year Sobriety Requested) Sunday 10PM-6AM, Monday 
10PM-6AM, Friday 10PM-6AM, Helpchat - many shifts.  (1 Year Sobriety Requested)  

Email help@aa-dc.org for more information or call 202-966-9783 and ask for Luella or Clo’via 
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Tradition 3 - The only requirement for A.A. membership is a desire to stop drink-
ing.  

Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-Anon open their doors and offer fellowship to anyone who fits the eligi-
bility outlined in Tradition 3 and generally leave that determination up to the individual. Basically, those 
who attend these 12-step meetings either feel a sense of "belonging," or they do not and move on. 
The reason that Tradition 3 was emphasized by the founders of the 12-step programs was to protect 
the fellowship from outside influences—to ensure that the meetings would maintain their primary focus 
and not be diluted by the influx of other issues or influences. 

Some old timers today believe that the fellowship has been diluted by the inclusion into its meetings of 
those who are primarily dealing with issues other than problems with alcohol, such as drug abuse. 
They feel that the program has gotten away from its spiritual foundations and primary purpose and 
may become diluted to the point of ineffectiveness. 

Here are some observations on this topic from visitors to an online discussion board. 
Freedom to Choose 
"I believe this tradition is just what it says: 'The only requirement is to have a desire to stop drinking.' 
Some may not know or believe they have an alcohol use disorder but still wish to live a life free of alco-
hol. I have no quarrel with this. For those of us who have an alcohol use disorder and do not wish to 
share a meeting with those who are not, closed meetings are available. 

I would certainly hope that anyone who wishes to stop drinking will have the freedom to choose Alco-
holics Anonymous as their means of support. Perhaps the word 'membership' is the catch. One does 
not 'have' to become a member of Alcoholics Anonymous. We still have freedom of choice. We must 
honor the 'closed meetings' format to protect the spiritual foundation of anonymity. 

I would like to close with this. The founding fathers of A.A. learned through trial and error. I am a tradi-
tionalist at heart. I want A.A. to be here whenever someone reaches out for help. Just as it was for me. 
This is why the traditions were founded. I will protect them to the best of my ability." 

—Magic 
(https://www.verywellmind.com/a-study-of-tradition-3-69422) 
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Step 3 In Action 

Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood God. 

The Third Step Prayer remains on my refrigerator year after year—not that I haven’t long ago memo-
rized it, but it evokes a different meaning with each reading starting with the first sentence: 
“God, I offer myself to Thee—to build with me and do with me as Thou wilt.” 

Here I realize that I don’t know exactly God’s will for me, but I do have a fairly good idea.   I am left off 
the hook here by a sentence on page 85 of the Big Book: “Every day is a day when we must carry the 
vision of God’s will into all our activities.”  And yes, I do have a general idea (vision) of appropriate ac-
tion as each new circumstance arises.  Of course, this may involve many Eleventh Step prayers 
throughout each day. 
“Relieve me of the Bondage of self, that I may better do Thy will.” 

Before learning about the Twelve Steps I had no Idea of what constituted the bondage of self.  But then 
when I did Steps Four and Five with my sponsor he was not fain to point them out.  I have come to be-
lieve there is an underlying four-part set of grosser handicaps which populate this deadly barrier from 
truth in drink: Selfishness, dishonesty, resentment and fear. 

“Take away my difficulties that victory over them may bear witness to those I would help of thy power, 
Thy love, and Thy way of life.” 

I developed a good notion of my “difficulties” when I bring to light the many times I have taken the easy 
path when I knew, absolutely and for sure, that it was not my vision of God’s will.  As the famous come-
dian, Red Skelton, used to say: ‘I just dood it!” 

“May I do Thy will always.” 

I used to think that living the AA program of action was calling my sponsor, going to meetings, conven-
tions, Twelve Stepping, etc. However, I have come to believe that “always” means how I drive a car or 
a nail, my attitude toward my fellow man, or, as a matter of fact, everything I do, or fail to do—
ALWAYS! 

- Bob S., Richmond, IN
(https://www.aacle.org/step-three-action/)
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85 Years-Ago This Spring— In Alcoholics Anonymous 
Comes of Age (pp.191-192), Bill W. recounts new demands 
placed on the AA Headquarters in the Spring of 1941 as a re-
sult of the publication of Jack Alexander’s seminal piece print-
ed in the March 1st 1941 issue of the Saturday Evening Post:  

…Jack’s extensive investigation and his remarkable ca-
pacity for sympathy and rapport with us produced a piece 
which had immense impact. By mail and telegram a deluge of 
pleas for help and orders for the book Alcoholics Anonymous, 
first in hundreds and then in thousands, hit Box 658. Ruth and I 
laughed as we remembered the day less than two years before 
when the postal clerk had handed us those jeering post cards 
from the doctors. Pawing at random through the incoming 
mass of heartbreaking appeals, we found ourselves crying. 
What on earth could we do with them? We were really swamped. 

We saw that we must have help. So we rounded up every AA woman and every AA 
wife who could use a typewriter.  The upper floor of the Twenty-Fourth Street Club was con-
verted into an emergency headquarters. For days Ruth and the volunteers tried to answer 
the ever increasing tide of mail. They were almost tempted into using form letters. But experi-
ence had shown that this would not do at all. A warm personal communication must be sent 
to every prospect and his family. The peak of the flood finally passed, but the regular corre-
spondence traffic through Headquarters remained so great that we saw we would have to 
have permanent paid help. Volunteers could not handle the situation. 

We also realized that these increased demands upon the office could not be met out of 
book income. So for the first time we asked the AA groups to help. Following the Post piece, 
Trustees Howard and Bert went on the road, one to Philadelphia and Washington, the other 
to Akron and Cleveland. They asked that all AA groups contribute to a special fund in the 
Foundation which would be earmarked “for AA office expenses only.” The contributions 
would be entirely voluntary. As a measuring stick, it was suggested that each group send in 
one dollar per member per year…. 

At the end of 1941, when the group secretaries made their reports, we found that the 
membership had jumped to 8,000, an increase of 6,000 over 1940……. 
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Have a story about your recovery 
in AA?  Tell us your stories about 
how you’re saying sober.  

Why not share it with all of us?  If 
you’d like to contribute to the New 
Reporter, please send in your materi-
al to: 

newreporter@aa-dc.org 
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If you would like to receive to the hard copy of New Reporter, make check 
payable to WAIA and 

A free digital copy of the New Reporter is posted every month to our website 
at: https://aa-dc.org/new-reporter. o receive an email with the link each 
month, email newreporter@aa-dc.org 

Mail to:  

WAIA 
4530 Connecticut Ave, NW, Suite 111 

Washington, DC 20008 

$15.00 per year, $28.00 for two years 
$12.00 Group Rate per year 
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The NEW REPORTER is a monthly publi-
cation of the  WAIA Inc., 4530 Connecticut  
Avenue, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20008.  
Printed Subscriptions are $15.00 per year 
and Digital Subscriptions are FREE. Arti-
cles and event information are encouraged 
from members of the Fellowship.  
 
 
Opinions expressed herein are not nec-
essarily those of the Washington Area 
Intergroup Association or A.A. as a 
whole. 

Day           Years  
 2/5/2026  Humble Doug  Sunshine Group   45 years 
 3/6/2026  Carleton H.   Welcome Group  34 years 
 3/6/2026  Dorothy E.    Welcome Group  34 years 
 3/6/2026  Ricky M.   Welcome Group  33 years 
 3/17/2026  Brown Bag Dave Hill Lunch    42 years 
 3/22/2026  Glorianne S.  All for One Agnostics  28 yeras 
  

Anniversaries should be called into WAIA (202) 966-9115 as early as 
possible, by the 20th of the preceding month.  
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THINGS WE CANNOT CHANGE 

 
VOLUNTEER 

Guess who it really Helps? 
 

 Call 202-966-9783  
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