“Our real purpose is to fit ourselves to be of maxi-
mum service to God and to the people about us.”
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WAIA July Announcements

From Teresa R., WAIA Accessibility chair: An Area 58 ASL Deaf District 38 GSR shared a
vision to create a videophone support line—one that truly meets Deaf AA members where they are.
Similar to a traditional answering service, this line uses videophone technology to provide direct,
meaningful communication in American Sign Language (ASL).

An ad hoc committee was formed under ASL Deaf District 38, and Deaf AA members worked collabo-
ratively to successfully establish the service.

The launch of the videophone (VP) support line on March 13, 2026, via Deaf Alcoholics Anony-
mous,deafaa.org) is a meaningful step in expanding accessibility for Deaf individuals in recovery
across the U.S. and Canada. A VP line can make a big difference by allowing communication in sign
language, which is often more natural and effective than text or voice-based options. See flyer on
page 3.

A request from Stan C., our Area13 Delegate:

Alcoholic Anonymous World Service (AAWS) is exploring printing opportunities if the 76th Gen-
eral Service Conference Final Report (FCR) to be made available in print format.

Would you purchase a hard copy of the Final Report (print version) if the pricing range was be-
tween $6.00 and $7.69 per copy? The digital version is expected to be available for free at the
end of August. The purchase of printed copies would be available roughly 6 weeks later--mid-
October. He needs an estimate of the number of people willing to pay the suggested pricing per
copy will help guide AAWS planning.

If you’re willing to pay for the hard copy, email Stan at delegate@area13aa.org by
7/15/2026

Office, Nightwatch and Helpchat Volunteers Needed!
Available In Person Shifts: Saturday 10AM-1PM,1-4 PM & Saturday 4-7PM

Remote Phone Shifts: 1 Year Sobriety Requested) Tuesday 7-10PM, Sunday 7-10 PM

Nightwatch Volunteers: (1 Year Sobriety Requested) Sunday 10PM-6AM, Monday 10PM-
6AM, Friday 10PM-6AM

Helpchat - many shifts. (1 Year Sobriety Requested)

Email help@aa-dc.org for more information or call 202-966-9783 and ask for Luella or Clo’via
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58 Deaf AA Support Line
H':’ | Ded D‘E . Call Us: USA VP# (503) 714-3331 or

e Email Us: deafaasupline@amail.com

Leave a message and let us know the best time to return your
call. Be sure to include your time zone or the state you live in.
A Deaf AA member will get back to you within 24 hours

Deafaa.org

w t.‘.'J z"'::-i'r::;-.__ We offer support related to recovery from

Support Li nE alcoholism.
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Staying Afloat

In my early days of sobriety, | got my first dose of reality when my sponsor showed up at our
AA meeting drunk as a skunk. He explained that everything was going fine. He just caught a
cold and took a teaspoon of cough syrup, not knowing that it contained alcohol, and he was
off to the races as the obsession took over and yada ,yada, yada, yada.

| was devastated. | ran to another seasoned veteran we called Silent Bob and asked him if it
was that easy to have a slip. Bob, in his own way of saying things, pointed to his head, then
to his stomach, and replied, “You gotta get drunk up here before you can get drunk down
there. Relapse is not an accident.”

Most people who relapse often say that the first thing that went wrong was that they stopped
going to meetings. | believe that’'s what first happens — meetings become less and less im-
portant to us. We stop taking the program seriously. It af- ,

fects our thinking and then we get to the point where a drink
starts to look good. My commitment to my program is my
highest priority.

I've spent most of my life on or around water. | often think
about those small aluminum fishing boasts. | like to picture
one with a hundred little pinholes in its hull. A guy is in one
fishing, and every so often he stops to bail water out of the
bilge. As new holes appear, the more time he has to spend
bailing and the less time fishing.

_ No more repeated cycles.
These holes are like my defects of character, and the water v
is the bilge, my shortcomings. My vigilance today is focused It's time to grow.
on the day-to-day issues of my life and my motives for how |
handle those issues. | can become willing to patch those lit-
tle holes one at a time, as | become aware of them. Or | can
spend the rest of my life bailing water and risk sinking alto-
gether. I'm staying close to AA. Today, my boat is high and
dry, the fishing is great and so is life.

Rick R., Poway, CA
Grapevine, October, 2022
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Basket Case

A former binge drinker contributes more to his group's Seventh Tradition collection,
and doesn't hide it. | HAVE yet to be at a meeting that didn't pass the basket. It has come
at different moments during the meetings but it has always come. In most meetings the
first line of the Seventh Tradition is read as a brief explanation of the purpose of the ex-
pectation: "Every AA group ought to be fully self-supporting" However, it does not say AA
groups should be struggling for financial survival, as is happening currently to one of the
largest and most influential groups in my area. When | last joined AA, 21 years ago,
everyone was dropping a dollar in the basket. No amount was mentioned or suggested; it
just seemed that the most common rate was a buck In the last decade or so some
groups have taken to making a suggestion of $1 and, more recently, $2.

| recall that when one small group | regularly attended was going to adopt the sugges-
tion of $2, I'd argued againstit. | had some idea that those who couldn't give that
much would be embarrassed by such a suggestion. | now have more time, more expe-
rience, more security, more sobriety and perhaps a bit more wisdom, and now | feel
foolish for the objection. In the last couple of years, | have reconsidered my position
on the basket and the amounts. | have realized that | had been stingy. Here's my newer
thinking: If | had been drinking on any given day, | would have surely spent more on al-
cohol than a dollar or two. Even as the binge drinker that | was, | had a daily average
that was several dollars higher than the current Seventh Tradition suggestions.so, |
have been thinking that if | paid more than $2 to poison myself, soul and body, why am
| being so stingy with paying for my sobriety? Hmm. Well, then, how much should | toss
into the basket? | tipped the last waiter who served me $9 to do little more than carry a
piece of paper to the chef and a couple of plates to my table. That was more than the
$2 suggestion and far less important to my life. I've paid more for frivolous purchases
than two dollars.
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Basket Case continued..

Why have | been so tight with money for the basket? Don't know. One week |
started to give what my last restaurant tip was, but that seemed a bit high. Then |
decided to put in the current price of one bar drink Heck, that's not so much to
pay for sobriety.

I've tossed in a five or a 10 or a 20 (that's been my maximum) and | had this won-
derful sensation. | told myself that perhaps | had covered for those poorer souls who
couldn't give a buck. | reminded myself that the rent on the clubroom had surely ris-
en over the two decades of my sobriety. | reminded my wife that she would surely have
left me had the same amounts been poured down my throat. | felt really pleased--
perhaps a bit too pleased--with myself. | began to wrestle with a couple of small
ego issues. Just how good should | feel about this giving? Just how public should | be
with it? Should | tell myself that | am so wonderful and generous that | should be hon-
ored? Sure disaster, that, for an alcoholic. Should I allow others to see that | am giv-
ing more than the suggested amounts? Would that be self-serving? Even this article
has risks.

Well, this past fall | attended a gratitude dinner/fundraiser in my area and the per-
son with the most sober time was the keynote speaker. Among all of the wise and
humorous remarks she made, she touched on donations and brought up the same
idea of giving what your last drink cost. | felt relieved that | wasn't the only one to arrive
at this notion. | would only have added to her remarks that with 40-plus years, her
last drink was a lot cheaper than one drunk by someone recently sober. So, here's
what | have concluded. We all might reconsider how long we've been giving the same
dollar (or two) and how much the costs to AA groups have risen. Perhaps we all could
consider giving at least the current cost of one of the drinks we would have drunk had
we not joined Alcoholics Anonymous and taken up sober living. Not only will it benefit
the groups' survival, thus helping other alcoholics find our path, but it will also provide
an inner warmth without the drink. | suggest trying just once to give the cost of a
drink and see what that does. By the way, | have decided that | would not fold the
higher bills but allow whomever might notice to do so. Perhaps it will serve as a
model and attract others to donate the same, and I'll keep trying not to feel too good
about it.

BRADS., Miami, Fla., Grapevine.org
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Seeking New Teachers
(Reprinted from Akron Intergroup News-September 2015)

I wouldn’t be surprised if the phrase “We never graduate” is used numerous times in this issue. Recovery is a way of
life in which we have to continue to grow, or we wither away. Sometimes quickly, sometimes slowly can work in the
opposite direction as well. Despite the warning against resting on our laurels, many of us do just that, including my-
self.

| was sober 13 years and things just seemed ... flat. | was going to the same meetings, hanging with the same peo-
ple, not going out of my way to be available to help anyone. | just wasn’t enjoying sobriety. Something needed to
change.

| drive a truck and spend a lot of time alone. So, | started downloading leads to my phone and listening at work. If |
enjoyed the speaker, and they mentioned their sponsor’'s name, | would try to find a talk from their sponsor, and then
their sponsor, etc. This eventually led me to a group in Denver. They used a prayer called the “Set Aside Prayer”. |
thought it sounded like a great prayer for where | was. | wrote it down and added it to my daily prayers. It goes like
this ...

“God please help me to set aside everything I think | know

About myself, the Twelve Steps, this book, the meetings, my disease and
You God, so | may have an open mind and a new experience with all
these things. Please help me to see the truth.”

A day came when | was on the phone with a friend of mine. | had started to debate with him about something (I don’t
remember what), and something extremely stupid left my mouth. | had heard a lead say that ‘the Power of God
alone wasn’t enough to keep him sober’; he needed the power of alcohol to push him toward God. What | said was
“The Power of God isn’t enough to keep me sober.” There was dead silence on the other end of the phone. Finally,
he said “God can’t do What?!!” Then he laid into me. He told me everything was in my head. If | could just make the
trip from head to heart some amazing things could happen. It was my father telling me about all the potential | had
when | was younger. | used to take pride in that, until an AA told me that just means you haven’t done anything yet.
What an ego-deflator that was. | realized | couldn’t fix the problem with the problem. | couldn’t think my way out of it.
The prayer had come true. | had to set aside everything ... not discard, just set aside. | needed experience, not
knowledge.

| started to share this prayer with my friends and one of them said she knew the prayer. She said that some folks in
the Cuyahoga Valley put on a weekend twice a year and they use it. She found a registration for me, and | attended
the retreat. | looked at it like God was putting people in my path that had personal experience with this prayer, rather
than just some voices coming out of my truck speakers.

It was AWESOME! These people showed me so much. | got to participate in a Step workshop, where you go
through the Steps in a group setting. There is a Power that is present when people gather to seek spiritual growth,
and God certainly showed up there. To see people that are open to being challenged to dig deeper, reach new levels
of understanding about themselves is a privilege. It showed me that vulnerability is not a bad thing, in fact it is vital to
the formation of true relationships. | cannot hide behind my pride and my intellect. | need to let you in. | need to share
the real me because I'm really not that different from you. By sharing our flaws, our mistakes, our triumphs with those
around us, we find out we are not alone. That we can stay sober through good times and tough times. That the broth-
erhood of man is real and that we are all worth loving.

As a result, my spirit blossomed. | felt alive again. Life had a purpose once more. | am grateful that God “doesn’t
make too hard terms with those that seek Him”. Going back to school, not for knowledge, but for experience, made
all the difference in the world.
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“Humbly asked him to remove our shortcomings”

Sever words, but what a challenge! If we alcoholics can bring ourselves to accept it, we have
reached the starting point for complete readjustment beyond the stage of mere sobriety. As-
suming we have put some honest effort into applying the first 6 Steps of the A.A. program to our
individual needs, we have taken some big strides on the road back from despair. We have al-
ready accepted belief in a a Higher Power, made an inventory, admitted our faults and have be-
come ready to have God remove our “defects of character.”

The moral inventory, if “searching and fearless,” has indicated to us the nature of most of our
shortcomings and the admission of these “to God, to ourselves and to another human beings”
has brought them into proper perspective so that we have a very good idea of where we need
God’s help tin getting off to a fresh start in life. There is, however, additional significance to the
7" Step. It. Surely, is the connecting link between the first 6 Steps and the last five.

Before we are able to make adequate amends to other human beings for harm we have done
them as the result of our alcoholic obsession, we must first be in a position to convince them of
our sincerity. Unless our own conscience is good, how can we be convincing to anyone else?
And can we be at peace with ourselves unless we have tried, in all humility, to in tune with the
directing Power of the Universe? Without first taking the 7™ Step, it would seem difficult to per-
suade ourselves of our ability to right, in any appreciable measure, the damage we have done
to our family, our friends or our employers and if the job of making amends is undertaken only
half-heartedly, we may fun into our old enemy, frustration.

The 7™ Step takes us still further into the program, for the 10™ Step suggest we continue “to
take personal inventory” and when we are wrong to “promptly” admit it. But to whom? First to
God (refer again to the 5" Step), then to ourselves, and finally, now in proper frame of mind, to
the injured person. Again, the 11" Step asks us “through prayer and meditation to improve our
conscious contact with God, as we understand Him, proying only for knowledge of His will for us
and the power to carry that our.” Knowledge of God’s will for us would seem hard to attain with-
out admission to God that we haven’t done very well on our own and now have an honest de-
sire to clean house with His help.

Finally, are we ready (the 12" Step) to help others, until, in all humility, (a tough word for any
alcoholic but, properly construed, an entirely honorable one), we have asked that our own faults
be removed?

Taken from Just For Today, Tucson Area Intergroup, Inc., July, 2015
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Washingtonians of the Big Book. Part 2:

“A Feminine Victory”

This is part 2 of a four-part series on Washingtonians whose
stories have appeared in the book Alcoholics Anonymous, pre-
sented in order of sobriety date.

While not a native of Washington, Florence R. would be the first
A.A. member to attempt to carry the message here on a full-time
basis. Getting sober in the spring of 1937, she was also the first
woman to attain any significant sobriety in A.A. Her story appeared in the first edition of the Big Book as
“A Feminine Victory.” Her story would remain the only one by a woman until 1955 when the Second Edi-
tion came out, and it was Florence who insisted the Big Book NOT be named One Hundred Men.

Florence lived with Bill W. and Lois for a time after one of her many slips, and later moved in with Bill's

non-alcoholic secretary, Ruth Hock. Sometime between November 1938 and February 1939, Florence
relocated to Washington. Why exactly is not known, since she didn’t have any

«_family here, but it might have been to assist Fitz M., “Our Southern Friend,”

g who was then living near Annapolis.

7 What Florence did here to carry the message is not directly known, but she is

- referred to  in a February 1939 advice column in the Washington Post, as be-

ing part of “a small group of former alcoholics allied in a casual, informal fel-

— lowship” in D.C., and then more direct ly in June. Florence worked with Gall-

_ | inger Hospital, and it’s attractive to think she might be the one Bill refers to in
‘the Big Book about a member who relocated to a large city “just a few days ago

o as of this writing.” The timing is right, there are few other candidates, and Bill

could have changed her pronoun to a “he,” but this can’t be proven.

= Unfortunately, Florence drank again by the fall of 1939. When Fitz arrived at

| her boarding house, he was told Florence was kept drunk by a much younger

man (who she later married), owed about a month of back rent, and had van-

ished a few days earlier. There is evidence that she returned to New York with

S her adult daughter Shirley, but by 1941 she was back in D.C.

She never regained sobriety and died in April of 1943. There are many myths surrounding her death.

Pass It On says she committed suicide, but her death certificate shows meningitis as the cause of death.

Another myth is that she died in an alleyway, and Fitz identified her body in the morgue. Neither is true:

she died in the hospital after two days, and Fitz was in lllinois when she died.

Florence is buried at the George Washington/Mt. Lebanon Cemetery in Adelphi, Maryland. To visit her

grave, take a right at the roundabout just inside the entrance, and go until the road curves to the left. Go
down a small hill toward a creek, and her grave is on the right before the creek. Local A.A. members paid
for her tombstone, which reads “A Feminine Victory,” in 2007. The grave had been unmarked until then.
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THAT LOOK WHEN YOU SN INEEA RE—
SEE YUUHO[D'DEALEH

N : s that butter?
B - o it's stonehenge

WOl'k harder not smarter I - | can't believe it's not butter

Hew

Found a plumber who works around the clock

"I do think it would speed things up if you
Jfollowed my social media.”
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QALY  12pm-4pm
- 1pm
T@ Food, Fun and
Fellowship,
DJ and
Card playing




s Tapas, Traditions
- & Trivia

Hosted by the Women’s Weekend Committee

(®

Qo

WHEN & WHERE
Saturday, July 25th, 2026 | 5 - 9 PM

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church
4629 Aspen Hill Road, Rockville, MD 20853

SCHEDULE
5:00 PM - Doors Open

5:30 - 6:30 PM - Speaker Meeting
7:00 - 9:00 PM - Tapas & Trivia Potluck

TICKETS
$12 per ticket | $10 if you bring shared appetizer
(Vvenmo [/ Cash Only)

GOOD TO KNOW
50/50 Raffle | Drinks for sale | Coffee free

Trivia is general knowledge (not AA-related)

All are welcome!

(no childcare available)

Questions or want to be of service?
Contact Memona | 202-209-2358
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ROCRErTED

into a fourth dimension

Friday, August 14 - Sunday, August 16, 2026

The Doubletree by Hilton Hotel ®

1021 Koger Center Blvd, Richmond, VA 23235

$25 Until 4/1/26 e $30 Until 8/14/26
$35 Registration at the Door

Rooms $135 a night until 7/15/26 Registration &  Hotel Booking
Scholarships



69th ANNUAL A.A.
SESSIONS By - The — Sea

AR Tuesday thru Sunday

August 18-23, 2026
CONVENTION HALL - OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND  |aA

AA We are pleased to announce an outstanding program.
TUESDAY EVENING FRIDAY EVENING
Irene M Gerald B AA
North Myrtle Beach SC Frankford DE
AA 8:30 P.M 8:30 P.M.
WEDNESDAY EVENING SATURDAY MORNING (AFG)
Dennis McL. Jinp
Little River SC Seven Valleys PA AN
8:30 P.M 10:00 A.M
THURSDAY EVENING SATURDAY EVENING
Christina G. Ethel N
Brecksville OH Philadelphia PA
8:30 P.M 8:00 P.M
FRIDAY MORNING (AFG) SUNDAY MORNING | ‘
laa Susan H John E

Eldersburg MD Bellevue NE
10:00 A M 10:00 A.M

THERE WILL BE NO SMOKING IN THE CONVENTION HALL AA

~ Interpreter for the hearing impaired ~

~Good Fellowship ~Golf Tournament ~A.A. Literature

~Good Speakers ~Good Beach ~Fishing Trip

Registration is online only. Registration Badges must be picked up at the Convention Center and the name badge must be worn visibly
to attend any event at the Convention Center. There will be no other Registrations or Name badges available at Sessions.

GO TO https://www.sessionsbythesea.com/ FOR REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION
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Progress not Perfection
WAGSA , Area 13—No Meeting Group

The Progress not
Perfection Group at:

No Area Committee Meeting in July Saint Mary of the

For more info:area13aa.org or email:chair@areal3aa.org ASﬁtirggsti“onr;ighsljtrch

Upper Marlboro MD

Is not meeting for an in-
definite period of time

_ Andrews 56th Group
WAIA Monthly Board Meeting Anniversary

Saturday, July 11, 2026

WAIA monthly Board meeting—2nd Tuesday of the

month (except August) 12:00 PM—4:00 PM.
July 14, 2026—8:00 PM - 9:00 PM 12 PM — Meeting
1PM-4PM —Food &
Fellowship
Meeting ID: 834 6059 8434
Passcode: 819862 Bells United Methodist
Dial-In: 301-715-8592, Passcode: 819862 Church

6016 Allentown Rd
Suitland MD 20746
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20
886

1080
191
647
120

24
25
163
40
615
25
836
106
251

14 Promises

180 Degree Club

930 Club Online
Anacostia Group
Andrew’s Armed Forces
Any Lengths

As Bill Sees It NW
Aspen Hill Phoenix
Aftitude & Action
Brightwood
Burtonsville Big Book
B.Y.O.L

Capacity to be Honest
Capitol Hill Group
Change of Life
Chinatown Big Book
Cigar Smokers

Coffee & Donuts
Conscious Contact
Cosmopolitan

Daily Reflections UP
Darnestown Men
Darnestown Men Online
Deanwood Step

1770 Downtown Silver Spring

115
880
146
840
420
700
594
258
121
150
480
165
900
181
382
154
315

50
303
100
120

25
213

DCC 9:30 Club lLive
Double Dippers
Dunrrobbin Group
Epiphanies

Free Spirits

Fireside Spirituality
Georgetown Group
Glenarden Group
Glen Echo Group
Good News Beginners
Goose Hung High
Greenbelt Step Club
Haven at Last
Informed Group

Into Action
Irreverent Women
Just Let Go
Landover Discussion
Lawyers Group
Leisure World Big Book
Leisure World Noon
Let Go Let God
Lifesaver Big Book

6
455
180

1410

o CONTRIBUTIONS e

JANUARY O1—JUNE 25, 2026

VOLUME 63 g

Men In Recovery
Messengers
Mideast Group
Midtown

2573 Monday Men

77

644
120
261
8
121
200
147
311
100
124
165

Montg. County Women
online

More Peace of Mind
Mt. Rainier

Moving Into Solution
Navy Yard Big Book
New Beginnings NW
New Unity Gay Group
NW Metro Group
Norbeck Women Friday
Nuts & Bolts

Oasis Women

Old Fashion Group

3100 Olney Farm Group

48
75
1657
200
50
72
8¢9
57
333
421
254

On Awakening

One Hour Back
Open Arms

On the Circle

P Street

Potomac High Noon
Poolesville Pot Luck
Potomac Men
Potomac Women
Progress Not Perfection
Quince Orchard

1011 Radicals

500

269
160
300
73
12
186
1260
385
750
288
100
155
700
200
96
725

Rarely Have We Seen a Per-
Son Fail

Redgate

Riderwood Bills

Room with A View
Sat Afternoon ABSI
Second Chance
Serenity House

Silver Spring Group
Singleness of Purpose
Six & Seven Step lLive
Sober Living

Southern Sobriety

St. Barnabas Group
St. Camillus Group
Sunday Morn. Brunch
Sunday Men’s Step
Sunshine G’'burg

NUMBER7 ® JULY, 2026

148 Takoma Park Women
78 Tenleytown Keep Coming
192 Terrapin Gratitude
480 The Capacity to be Honest
248 T1.G.l. 5:30 Online
92 The Last Stop
10 The Way Group
400 Triangle Clb Late Night
280 Twelve Point Bucks
360 Victory Lights
228 Village Idiots
150 We Are All Beginners
329 We Care
583 Westmoreland Women
247 Westside Women
120 What's Happening Now
413 Women's Happier Hour
46 Women Living sober
989 Yacht Club

245 Birthday
6263 Faithful Fiver
16472 Individual

55 Memorial

You can make a contri-
bution directly to WAIA
for your Group or as an
Individual:

hitps://aa-dc.org/give
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If you would like to receive to the hard copy of New Reporter, make check
payable to WAIA and

Mail to:

WAIA
4530 Connecticut Ave, NW, Suite 111
Washington, DC 20008

$15.00 per year, $28.00 for two years
$12.00 Group Rate per year

A free digital copy of the New Reporter is posted every month to our website
at: https://aa-dc.org/new-reporter. o receive an email with the link each
month, email newreporter@aa-dc.org

R T = X TeX T =

H t bout
in AA? Tell us your storics about  ~ EVERYONE
HAS A s‘r i!Y' |

how you’re saying sober.

Why not share it with all of us? If
you'd like to contribute to the New
Reporter, please send in your materi-
al to:

newreporter@aa-dc.org

=T AR S MM “TAR S 1R TN
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Day Years
June 17 Jean C. Metropolis Club 5 years
July 18 Luella T. Hyattsville Hope Live 48 years
July 30 clo’via c. Nativity 18 years

THINGS WE CANNOT CHANGE

Harold Burton, June 6, 2026, Clinton Day Group, 35 years sober
Nelson Rupp, June 21, 2026, Rockyville Lawyers Group, 45 years sober

2026

The NEW REPORTER is a monthly publi-
cation of the WAIA Inc., 4530 Connecticut
Avenue, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20008.
Printed Subscriptions are $15.00 per year
and Digital Subscriptions are FREE. Arti-
cles and event information are encouraged
from members of the Fellowship.

Opinions expressed herein are not nec-
essarily those of the Washington Area
Intergroup Association or A.A. as a
whole.

VOLUNTEER

_________ 1
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